BBC radio. Ebell, a global-warming specialist at the Competitive Enterprise Institute, a think-tank in Washington DC, declined, saying he has four children to put through university and so does not "want to take risks".
But Piers Corbyn, head of Weather Action, a private meteorological service based in London, told Nature he would like to enter into a similar bet. Corbyn's theory, the details of which he has not revealed, predicts that changes in solar activity will cause "considerable world cooling" by 2040. Annan challenged him to a bet in May, but Corbyn says he did not receive the e-mail. "I'm happy to bet loads of money," he says. ■
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Climate sceptics place bets on world cooling down
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Two Russian climate sceptics have $10,000 riding on their prediction that a reduction in sunspot activity will lower Earth's temperature.
